
APRIL SELLS
POARCH CREEK TRIBAL EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR

Since 1987, April has served the tribe in a variety of roles, including caseworker for the Poarch Band of Creek Indians Social 
Services Department, Tribal Court Clerk for the Poarch Band of Creek Indians Tribal Judicial System, Human Services Director 
for the Poarch Band of Creek Indians Health Department, and Wellness and Activities Director. She assumed the position of 
Tribal Emergency Services Director in 2005.

In her current role, Sells is responsible for developing policies and procedures to safely and swiftly respond to emergencies 
on tribal properties and for the Strategic National Stockpile planning and training on the reservation. She is the point 
of contact for State of Alabama Homeland Security Information, and coordinates activities with state agencies such as the 
Alabama Emergency Management Agency, Alabama Department of Public Health, State of Alabama Radiological Department, 
and Alabama Department of Homeland Security. She works with the Alabama Department of Public Health to assist their 
DMORT team to prepare for pandemic-related mass casualty events and is also responsible for heading a full-scale exercise with 
the State of Alabama Civil Support of the Alabama National Guard.   

Sells is an active member of various local and regional committees and professional organizations, such as the State of 
Alabama Bio-Terrorism Committee, the Alabama Department of Public Health/Escambia County Advisory Council, the 
Regional Advisory Council for Region IV for FEMA, the United South and Eastern Tribes TEMAC (Tribal Emergency Mutual 
Aid Compact) and the South Alabama Mutual Aid Compact Work Group.

She has a Bachelor of Arts in psychology from the University of Alabama and is active in numerous organizations in Atmore 
including serving as past president of the Atmore Chamber of Commerce and being named to the Five Top Women of the 
Atmore Area.


